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Brendan Behan's 


THE HOSTAGE 


"Ireland and The Hostage" 


Belfast today is a living (or dying) bomb. 
A few days ago the leader of the IRA was put under 
arrest in Dublin. Who knows what will happen now? 
Ireland's checkered and tragic history seems to be 
coming to a head, 


In 1958 Brendan Behan wrote, in Dublin, a 
play about the corruption both inside and outside 
the I.R.A. He called it "The Hostage", It was 
produced and failed immediately. Two years later 
Joan Littlewood's Actors' Workshop in the east end 
of London improvised the basic play that Behan had 
written, added music hall songs, bawdy banter and an’ 
element of tragic-comedy that made her production of 
"The Hostage" a stunning success, 


"The Hostage" has not dated. The problem it 
faces and the seriousness and the humour with which 
it approaches these problems are very much a part of 
the British and the Irish attitude to what is happen- 
ing today. 


The Plot: a young British soldier is held 
hostage by the I.R.A. in a decayed Dublin brothel. 
He is to die if a young Irish soldier (in jail in 
Belfast) is executed by the authorities. 


The house he enters is a symbol of the cor- 
ruptibility of ordinary people who find themselves 
in a tense situation which interrupts the normal 
course of their lives. It is a play about all of us. 
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There will be two ten minute intermissions 
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